82. " COW-PROTECTION55
Bapu was living in Maganlalbhai's house, which
means that the following incident took place after Magan-
lalbhai's death. Just as Bapu had to deal with public
problems of national importance, so also did he have
to deal with the private and domestic problems of his
countless friends. I should not be surprised if he was
even more successful in solving such delicate private
problems than he was in solving public ones, and, to
my mind, the national service that he was able to per-
form through such delicate wprk was even more impor-
tant than his public activities.
There was  a young man,  belonging to a family
which was known to Bapu, who had been engaged to
be married. But no sooner were the bride's people able
to congratulate themselves on having their girl settled
in life, than the groom started making a fuss and saying:
"I do not want to marry this girl." People tried to plead
with him, to persuade him, to bring him round to a
better frame of mind. All in vain. He had dug his feet
in like a mule and refused to budge. Finally, exhausted
and despairing, the bride's people came to Bapu to beg-
him to see what he could do. They were very diffident^,
poor creatures, because they realized how valuable the
time and energy of such a great man was. But necessity
knows neither law nor manners. Well, the long and the
short of it was that, Bapu sent for the boy and talked
with him. The girl's people sat there, listening to the
conversation. For three  whole  days consecutively did
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